
Jun~ 29, 1998

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Mr. Lcster Snow, Exvcutivv Director
1416 Ninth Strvet, Suite 115
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow

In 1947, my fathor, Professor John D. Black wrote the first texlbook on conservation in
this country. It was titled ’Bio/ogie.a/Co~tsermdo~’. At that time no one was particularly
ooncemed about conserving muoh of mDrfldn8, and least of all the un,ironmcnt. R was not
until 1952 that McGraw-Hill contacted my fathvr, to inquiry if he still had the manusoript.
It was published in soveral languagvs and was still in us~ wall into the late 1960’s.

The proposal to raiso the levvl of the Shasta Lake Dam un~ my late father’s
concern about our vanishing natural resources. Once taken away, liko the old-growth
~d of the paoifi¢ northwest, or the burning of ~hc l~pical rain forutt, thvy w~
nev~ b¢ r~phc~t. Yes, you may attunpt to justify th~ work by ~ that the people
the water and power, but the juslific~ons are weak and ill-advised.

My concern is for the MoCloud ~ and it’s surrounding ecosystem. Delicate and
majestic, mixed with the balance that only Mother Naturv caa perform, it rcma~ one of
the few examples of a wild and pure environment in our State. Flooding the remaining few
miles of the McCloud Rivvr for the questionable benefit of the water basin this project
wo~Id l~vide i~ unable.

and peace. Do not lot tho momentum of the ~ and work which has bern invvsted thus
fa~, oontinue any longer. Itis farbettcr to seek othermeans ofsolving the problem, thanto
oreate havoo upon this delicate and irreplaceable resource.

....

-----~~mcere~v,

Fred Bla~k
5446 Eighth Strut #10
Carpinteria, CA 93013
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